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Over the past several years, Taha has watched a brutal civil war rip through Darfur, a region in western Sudan. The conflict has left thousands of Sudanese dead and more than 2 million homeless. The images of soldiers and guns are forever etched in her mind.
"My nights are hard because I feel frightened," Taha writes on one drawing.
The war in Sudan is just one of the many problems that plague Africa. For example, thousands of Ethiopians don't have enough to eat. In Chad, a measles epidemic 2 is swept the nation a couple years ago. In 1 ablaze: on fire 2 epidemic: a sudden rapidly spreading outbreak of a disease
Helping Hands
Africa's problems have become so bad that the world's richest nations are working to help end the strife. The leaders of those countries-the Group of 8 (G8)-have held meetings to discuss what is happening in Africa. The G8 countries are the United States, the United Kingdom, Germany, France, Japan, Canada, Italy, and Russia.
At the end of the G8 meeting in Scotland in 2005, the G8 nations decided to double the money each of them gives to Africa. In addition, many African countries will not have to pay back billions of dollars borrowed from the G8. That means African leaders will be able to spend more money to combat their problems.
Poverty and Other Problems
Officials hope these and other steps will help eliminate poverty, one of the biggest problems Africa faces. According to the World Bank, one in six Africans has only enough money to cover his or her basic needs.
In many African nations, the average person makes less than $750 a year. Half of all Africans live on less than $1 a day. Most children do not go to school, because it is expensive or because they have to work. 
Weekly Reader

Some Progress
Progress in combating these and other problems is being made, however. Aid organizations are working hard to feed, clothe, and provide health care for thousands.
The world's leaders say the future of the continent rests with Africans themselves.
Name: _____________ Date: _______________________
Which of the following is not an effect of starvation?
A death B bad health C severe drought D malnourishment
The map is included to help the reader
A understand the physical geography of Africa B differentiate the countries of Africa C identify the oceans that surround Africa D recognize the levels of undernourishment in Africa 
Read the sentence:
"Progress in combating these and other problems is being made, however."
What word below could best replace combating as used in this sentence?
A fighting B healing C causing D creating
What is this passage mostly about?
A the effects of war on the children and families of Africa B the causes of problems in Africa, including drought and civil war C the current problems in Africa and one possible solution D the best solutions to combat starvation and disease 
